NEWS FROM RAIL CENTRAL

DEADLINE FOR PHASE ONE CONSULTATION
CLOSES
NEXT WEEK (21 OCTOBER)
Anyone wanting to contribute their views encouraged to provide feedback

Ashfield Land is inviting anyone wanting to contribute their views into the Phase One Rail Central
consultation to submit their feedback by Friday 21 October – one week from today.
Consultation started (Phase One) in April and included public exhibitions in Blisworth, Milton Malsor,
Roade, Collingtree and Towcester during the spring. Last month, Ashfield Land extended the Phase
One consultation by three weeks so that anyone wanting to provide feedback in this first phase could
do so.
The feedback submitted during the Phase One consultation will be used to inform further design work
and development of the draft proposals. Ashfield Land will then consult on those more detailed plans
and additional technical information in a Phase Two consultation targeted for spring 2017.
Phase Two consultation will include public exhibitions at local venues and, taken together, the
opportunity for feedback from the community in Phase One and again in Phase Two will support a
robust scheme design process.
The consultation process – which follows the requirements for Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects (NSIPs) – will therefore ensure that views from residents and the community who respond to
the consultation can be considered, informing the scheme design itself or helping to shape potential
mitigation. A wide range of other technical and statutory stakeholders will also be consulted.
James Digby from Rail Central said: “Rail Central is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project
designed to respond to consumer demand and to the Government’s policy on freight. It’s about
building important new infrastructure to support competitiveness, the economy and the environment.
Consultation has a significant part to play and we are keen for anyone who wants to contribute during
this first phase of consultation to do so. Feedback on the draft designs and our approach to making
Rail Central the best that it can be is welcomed and will help to inform the more detailed designs we
will consult on next year in Phase Two.”
Rail Central is a proposed major new logistics and distribution hub – the proposed site is where the
West Coast Main Line meets the Northampton Loop Line to the south west of Northampton.
Feedback can be provided online at the project website, www.railcentral.com, or in writing (by email
or letter) to Rail Central by the extended deadline of Friday 21 October.
Following the completion of Phase Two consultation and all technical work, a Development Consent
Order (DCO) application is scheduled to be made in summer 2017.

For further information please visit the website at www.railcentral.com or
telephone 0845 543 8967.
-endsNotes to editors
As alternatives to submitting feedback via the Rail Central website, people can e-mail to
railcentral@camargue.uk or write to ‘Freepost Rail Central’.
Feedback should be received by midnight on Friday 21 October and must be received in writing.
Rail Central is a proposal for a SRFI at a key strategic location where the West Coast Main Line
meets the Northampton Loop Line adjacent to the A43 and within 2 miles of the M1.
It is in line with Government policy for investment and expansion in rail freight capability and would
see approximately 8,000 jobs created.
Subject to permission being granted to build Rail Central, the earliest potential start of construction
would be in 2019.
For media enquiries, please contact Ben Copithorne or Will Scawn at Camargue on 020 7636 7366 /
railcentral@camargue.uk

